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HE outstanding climb in Alaska in the summer of 1965 \¥as 
undoubtedly the first ascent of the "'1\T est face of Mount Hunting
ton, I 2,240 ft ., by the Harvard Mountaineering Club party of 

Edward l\1:. Bernd, Matthew Hale, Jr., Don C. J ensen, and David S. 
Roberts.1 On June 29, they flew in to the Tokositna glacier and from there 
worked out a route directly up the \iVest face over terrain varying from 
45 to 70 degrees in steepness in order to reach the summit on July 30 
after a 6,ooo ft. climb of great difficulty \Vhich took the whole month. 
Later on the same day, during the descent, Bernd fell 4,ooo ft. to his 
death through an as yet unexplained failure of a belay on a rope-down. 
As his body fell into a highly crevassed area and 'vas not found, the cause 
of the accident can only be conjectured. 

At the same time, another party was making an outstanding ascent 
just across the border in the Yukon. Here a party of six Sierra Club 
climbers made the first ascent of the Central South ridge of lVIount 
Logan, climbed all three summits and completed the first traverse of the 
mountain. They flew in to the Se-vvard glacier on July 8 and then spent 
the next month forcing a route up the 12,ooo ft. ridge, which they called 
the 'Hummingbird Ridge'. Although they used no direct aid, they did 
utilise z8,ooo ft. of fixed ropes in order to get their equipment up the 
ridge and make the route possible for carrying heavy loads. On August 
6, they reached the rg,ooo ft. summit plateau and climbed the East 
summit, 19,6oo ft., and the Central summit, the highest, Ig,8so ft. 
They made their Camp IX on the plateau and the next day traversed 
the West summit, I9,2oo ft., to the King Trench ice-fall. 

The second highest mountain of the U .S.A. was climbed for the 
fourth time in nearly seventy years when an Harvard Mountaineering 
Club party with several climbers from other colleges succeeded in making 
the first ascent of the 1. orth-west ridge of l\1ount St. Elias, r 8,oo8 ft. 
Led by Boyd Everett, who had been on the mountain several times 
before, they flew in to the 7 ,ooo ft.level on the Columbus glacier on July 
I o and r I. Here they were confined to their tents for the next three days 
by heavy rain, but following this setback the weather cleared and they 
were able to start on the ascent. The climbing was steep and at one point 
they were hit by an avalanche, \Vhich swept several men out of their 

1 See A.J. 71. 15- 18. 
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stances, bent and pulled out two rappel pickets, but failed to carry them 
do\vn vvhen an ice-piton held. The summit was reached on July 30, 

and on the descent the group was buffeted by a 6o-mile an hour \vind 
\vhich exhausted them so much that a bivouac \vas necessary. The rest 
of the descent was effected without difficulty and they were off the 
mountain by August 3· Some fifty-six pitons and 4,900 ft . of fixed rope 
were used in the ascent; but the party feel that, despite the difficulties 
of the ascent, it is a route vvhich will probably be repeated, as it offers 
good rock and ice climbing with many camp sites and a good airplane 
landing spot at the foot. 

An interesting ascent of lVIount McKinley was made by a Japanese 
group of five, of whom three reached the summit, the other two failing 
because of altitude or sickness. They flew in to the Kahiltna glacier 
and used the South Buttress route after deciding that the South face 
route used by the Italian party was too avalanche-s\\rept to be safe. 

Just north of Mount McKinley a party of four made a number of new 
climbs. From the Tralei.ka glacier, Mt. Tatum, I I,140 ft. , was climbed 
on August 14 by \Vay of the South ridge with the descent by the South
west ridge. Mount Carpe, I2,550 ft., \Vas finally climbed, after several 
attempts, on August 17. This was a first ascent and was made via the 
East buttress of the Korth-east face and the North-east ridge, with the 
descent by the ....... orth buttress. Follo\ving this ascent, the party moved 
its camps to the Brooks glacier, where they climbed Deception Peak, 
11,825 ft., by the South ridge, East Tripyramid, 11,250 ft., via the 
Torth ridge, a first ascent on August 26, and Mount Brooks, I I,940 ft., 

by a ne\¥ route up the South ridge on August 27. 
There was an interesting exploratory trip in the Alaska Range to the 

Cathedral, or Kichatna, Peaks, a very rugged group of bet,veen 7 ,ooo and 
8,ooo ft. in height. Because of the difficulty of the peaks and of moving 
from one valley to another only three first ascents were made in some three 
~reeks, but the region offers splendid opportunities for fine rock climbing 
with sheer walls and narrow ridges. 

A Scottish Mountaineering Club party of seven men made a number 
of first ascents in southern Alaska, in the panhandle, from the Stikine 
ice-field. Mount Burkett, g,8oo ft., was climbed on July 25 by the 
South-east ridge, Mount Gilroy, 9,400 ft., vvas climbed on August 2 

and some four other first ascents were made in the region. In addition 
several members made the second ascent of Kates l\eedle, 10,005 ft., 
on August 2. 

A little farther east in the ... orth-\vest Territories of Canada, a party 
of two, William J. Buckingham and Lewis J. Surdam, visited the 
Logan Mountains. On July 9 they flew from Watson Lake to Lonely 
Lake at the upper end of Hole-in-the-Wall Valley. From here they 
pushed across to the \vestern side of the range, not previously visited, 
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and made eight first ascents before \valking out in a trip of two days to 
the mining town of Cantung. 

Several outstanding climbs \\rere made in the Canadian Rockies. 
Iount Chephren, 10,715 ft., was climbed for the first time by the East 

face on July 29- 30 by three climbers who used thirty pitons. Mount 
Robson, the highest peak, ~ras climbed in the winter, early March, for 
the first time by nvo separate parties of two each by the East face route. 

In the Selkirks, Jerry Fuller and Fred Beckey made the first ascent of 
Mount Tupper by the South face on July 24; and a party of four made the 
first winter ascent of Mount Sir Donald on l\t1arch 19- 20 via the South
east face and South-east ridge. 

In the Bugaboos, a noteworthy ascent was the first traverse of Hawser 
Spires from north to south, and the first ascent of the ... orth face of the 
South Tower by a party of four, two Scots and two Americans. 

The Yosemite Valley was the scene of yet another outstanding climb, 
when Yvon Chouinard and T. M. Herbert made the first ascent of the 
Muir Wall of El Capitan in a week, June 14 to June 21, using 350-500 
pitons and thirty bolts. 

Shiprock, near the San Juan River in the Four Corners area of north
western New Mexico, has been climbed some t\NO hundred times since 
its first ascent in 1939, but in April, 1965, it was ascended by a new 
route over the South-west Buttress, by Fred Beckey assisted at intervals 
by three other climbers, one of whom, Harvey Carter, reached the 
summit with him. 

In the Teton Range of Wyoming, there \Vere several interesting as
cents. A new route was made on the Grand Teton up the West face to 
the \"'V est Peak, \V here the 'Enclosure' is located, and a new route \vas 
made up the North-west face of Mount Owen. Two manless climbs 
were made of the Grand Teton, both by the same two \vomen, Sue 
Swedlund and Irene Ortenberger, who climbed the North ridge and the 
North face, both among the more difficult routes on the mountain. 
A new winter ascent \\'as recorded, when on December 19- 20 a group 
of six climbers from Salt Lake City made the climb of Mount Owen using 
the regular East ridge or South face routes. 
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